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programs. The bill cuts excess Government
subsidies to lenders and makes other re-
forms that will help us reduce overall stu-
dent loan costs by about $22 billion. With
that money, we will save the taxpayers $12
billion—because we intend to increase stu-
dent aid by 10 additional billion dollars.
What I'm telling you is, the students are
getting the money, and we’re making the
program a lot more efficient for the tax-
payers.

The Deficit Reduction Act also reauthor-
izes welfare reform for another 5 years.
Welfare reform has proved a tremendous
success over the past decade. By insisting
on programs that require work and self-
sufficiency in return for Federal aid, we've
helped cut welfare cases by more than half
since 1996. Now we're building on that
progress by renewing welfare reform with
a billion-dollar increase in child care fund-
ing and new grants to support healthy mar-
riage and responsible fatherhood programs.

One of the reasons for the success of
welfare reform is a policy called charitable
choice, which allows faith-based groups that
provide social services to receive Federal
funding without changing the way they
hire. Ten years ago, Congress made welfare
the first Federal program to include chari-
table choice. The bill I sign today will ex-
tend charitable choice for another 5 years

and expand it to the new healthy marriage
and responsible fatherhood programs. Ap-
preciate the hard work of all who supported
the extension of charitable choice, including
the good-hearted men and women of the
faith-based community who are here today.
By reauthorizing welfare reform with chari-
table choice, we will help millions more
Americans move from welfare to work and
find independence and dignity and hope.

The message of the bill T sign today is
straightforward: By setting priorities and
making sure tax dollars are spent wisely,
America can be compassionate and respon-
sible at the same time. Spending restraint
demands difficult choices, yet making those
choices is what the American people sent
us to Washington to do. One of our most
important responsibilities is to keep this
economy strong and vibrant and secure for
our children and our grandchildren. We
can be proud that were helping to meet
that responsibility today.

Now I ask the Members of the Congress
to join me as I sign the Deficit Reduction
Act of 2005.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:31 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. S. 1932,
approved February 8, was assigned Public
Law No. 109-171.

Statement on Signing the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005

February 8, 2006

Today, I have signed into law S. 1932,
the “Deficit Reduction Act of 2005.” The
Act reduces unnecessary spending of tax-
payer dollars, reflecting a commitment to
fiscal responsibility.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 1936(d)(2) of the Social Security Act
as enacted by section 6034 of the Act,
which purports to make consultation with
a legislative agent a precondition to execu-
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tion of the law, to call for but not mandate
such consultation, as is consistent with the
Constitution’s provisions concerning the
separate powers of the Congress to legislate
and the President to execute the laws.
Sections 5006(b) and 5008(c) of the Act,
and section 401A(a)(2)(C) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 as enacted by sec-
tion 8003 of the Act, call for executive
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branch officials to submit legislative rec-
ommendations to the Congress. The execu-
tive branch shall construe such provisions
in a manner consistent with the constitu-
tional authority of the President to super-
vise the unitary executive branch and to
recommend for congressional consideration

such measures as the President shall judge
necessary and expedient.
GEORGE W. BUsH

The White House,
February 8, 2006.

NOTE: An original was not available for the
verification of the content of this statement.

Message to the Congress Reporting on the Executive Order on Blocking
Property of Certain Persons Contributing to the Conflict in Cote d’Ivoire

February 8, 2006

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with subsection 204(b) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA), and sec-
tion 301 of the National Emergencies Act,
50 U.S.C. 1631 (NEA), I hereby report that
I have issued an Executive Order (the
“order”) blocking the property of certain
persons contributing to the conflict in Cote
d’Ivoire. In that order, I declared a national
emergency to deal with the unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States
posed by that conflict, as described below.
The United Nations Security Council, in
Resolution 1572 of November 15, 2004, ex-
pressed deep concern over the resumption
of hostilities in Cote dTvoire, the public
incitement of hatred and violence, and the
repeated violations of the ceasefire agree-
ment of May 3, 2003. United Nations Secu-
rity Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1572 de-
termined that the situation in Cote d’Ivoire
poses a threat to international peace and
security in the region and called on mem-
ber States to take certain measures against
persons responsible for the continuing con-
flict. The United Nations Security Council
has continued to express serious concern
at the persistence of the crisis in Cote
dTvoire and of obstacles to the peace and
national reconciliation process from all

sides in UNSCRs 1643 of December 15,
2005, and 1652 of January 24, 2006.
Despite the intervention and efforts of
the international community, there have
been massacres of large numbers of civil-
ians, widespread human rights abuses, sig-
nificant political violence and unrest, and
attacks against international peacekeeping
forces in Cote d’Ivoire. Such activity in-
cludes the killing of large numbers of civil-
ians in Korhogo in June 2004, and in
Abidjan in March 2004; significant violence
and unrest, including public incitements to
violence, in Abidjan in November 2004;
human rights violations, including
extrajudicial  killings, in western Cote
d'Ivoire in April and June 2005; attacks on
a police station and prison in July 2005
in Anyama and Agboville, and violent pro-
tests in Abidjan and attacks on U.N. and
international nongovernmental organization
facilities in western Cote d’Ivoire in January
2006. Also, notwithstanding the Linas-
Marcoussis Agreement signed by the
Ivorian political forces on January 24, 2003,
the related ceasefire agreement of May 3,
2003, the Accra III Agreement of July 30,
2004, the Pretoria Agreement of April 6,
2005, and the Declaration on the Imple-
mentation of the Pretoria Agreement of
June 29, 2005, consolidating the implemen-
tation of the Linas-Marcoussis peace and
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